
Institute and the Inter -
national Lubricants
Standardization and
Approval Committee, PQIA
president Thomas Glenn
said.

Products in Valvoline’s
NextGen line are made
with 50 percent recycled
oil. The sample PQIA test-
ed was within the ranges
of viscosity and elemental
requirements for the API
SN and ILSAC GF-5 specs it
claims to meet, but failed
considerably on Noack
volatility as tested by the
ASTM D5800 standard
method, Glenn said. PQIA
had the sample tested
twice and found evapora-
tive losses of 18.4 percent
and 18.3 percent — around
22 percent higher than the
15 percent limit for API SN
and GF-5 oils.

Valvoline, a division of
Ashland Inc., had tested
the product when it was
manufactured and found it
met all requirements, said
Thom Smith, the compa-
ny’s vice president of lubri-
cant technology. The dis-
crepancy between
Valvoline’s results and
PQIA’s results were most
likely due to the variability
of the ASTM D5800 test,
Smith told Lube Report.
“The varied testing results
bring to light the industry
concern with the ASTM

paperwork burden faced by
hundreds of companies.

The new system is live,
according to API’s manager
of engine oil licensing and
certification Kevin Ferrick.
Current and prospective
licensees can manage all
aspects of API’s EOLCS
online, from applying for a
license to adding and man-
aging products, renewing
certification, and arranging
payment of fees.

Previously, applicants
needed to request and sub-
mit paper forms to manage
their licensing. Existing
license holders and appli-
cants should have received
an e-mail granting access
to the new system. New
users can register immedi-
ately. The new system can
be accessed from the
EOLCS portion of API’s
website: http://engineoil.
api.org.

NextGen 
Found Lacking

The Petroleum Quality
Institute of America last

month issued a consumer
advisory that Valvoline’s
NextGen SAE 5W-20 motor
oil failed certain industry
specs. Purchased at retail
in New Jersey, the sample
of Valvoline NextGen 5W-
20 that PQIA tested did
not meet Noack volatility
requirements set by the
American Petroleum

API Offers Online
Licensing

“Gone are the days
when licensees had

to complete long and com-
plicated forms,” the
American Petroleum
Institute pronouced in late
December. Instead, the
trade association has
launched an online applica-
tion system for its Engine
Oil Licensing and
Certification System. With
more than 8,000 engine
oils licensed to show the
API donut and/or starburst
symbols on their labels,
the online procedure
should ease the annual
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A sample of Valvoline NextGen SAE 5W-20 flunked volatility tests,
said PQIA.




